
For more information on this
opportunity and to set up a farm visit

contact the District at 
(518) 561-4616 ext.  3 and ask about

our AEM Program!

Program Information:
A grant opportunity to implement smaller conservation projects on farms. This funding would assist farmers in
implementing best management practice systems to protect the environment. If funded, the farm must upfront the
initial cost of the total project. Upon completion of that project, the District reimburses the farm up to 87.5% of
the total project cost. Projects must be completed by 12-31-2028.

Improved Animal Trail & LanewayImproved Animal Trail & Laneway

Water Diversion Belt on Access Road Water Diversion Belt on Access Road 

Over the past decade Soil and Water Districts have worked diligently with their farming communities on
implementing agricultural environmental management (AEM) best management practices (BMPs) to further
farm viability.
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Eligible BMP Systems include: 
Access Control Systems
Agrichemical Handling and Storage System
Prescribed Rotational Grazing System
Erosion Control Systems
Many other BMP Systems are eligible!

Who is Eligible?
Any farm in Clinton County Soil and Water’s
Agricultural Environmental Management (AEM)
program. Must be a farmer in Clinton County, a U.S.
Citizen, and at least 18 years of age. Previous funding
does not make you ineligible for this round of funding. Applications can be found on our website:

 clintoncountyswcd.org

Electrified High Tensile Perimeter Pasture Fence Electrified High Tensile Perimeter Pasture Fence 
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Clinton County Northern Tier Ash Tree Management Program
The District has been working diligently to educate the community about the
effects of Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) and has been inventorying Ash trees
throughout Clinton County. This project is funded by a NYSDEC Urban and
Community Forestry Program. Thus far, approximately 1,500 Ash trees have
been identified and marked for removal along roads in the City of Plattsburgh,
The Village of Champlain, The Village of Rouses Point, The Town of
Champlain, and The Town of Mooers. Removal of these Ash trees will take
place over the winter, and municipalities will have the ability to replant trees in
community areas with the help of the District. The District also spent the
summer trapping Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) throughout the county in 9
locations. This five-year study allows us to better understand the movement of
EAB throughout the county to better inform the community on precautions
and preventative measures against EAB.

Inventory of an Ash Tree by
summer intern, Leif  Goldie. 

To learn more about our program and the effects of the Emerald
Ash Borer visit our website at 

clintoncountyswcd.org/emerald-ash-borer-the-green-menace/
 or call our office at (518) 561- 4616 ext. 3.

The Champlain Watershed Improvement Coalition of New York (CWICNY) is composed of five Soil and Water
Districts; Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Warren, and Washington. CWICNY worked to develop the Rural Roads
Active Management Program (RRAMP) to assist these Districts to navigate project prioritization, road risk
assessment, strategic management of critical sites, critical site restoration with the implementation of best
management practices. Some examples of critical sites can be stream crossing replacements, and erosion control
practices including, but not limited to road ditch stabilization and sediment traps. CWICNY secured grant
funding through the NYSDEC to helps offset the improvement costs of these critical project sites. 

Erosion control along a lake side drive is essential for protecting water quality, since unchecked soil loss can
carry nutrients and pollutants directly into the lake. These practices help stabilize the shoreline, preventing land
loss and reducing damage to nearby habitats and property. By slowing runoff and reinforcing vulnerable areas,
erosion control supports healthier aquatic ecosystems and clearer water. Overall, it ensures the long-term
stability and beauty of the lake for both wildlife and people.

RRAMP and Forest Roads Grant Funding Opportunity 

BeforeBefore AfterAfter



 

Before After

Page 3

Invasive Water Chestnut Harvest on Lake Champlain 

2025 Community Conservation Program 

-Agricultural Assessments-
Have you purchased or rented new farmland? Agricultural

Assessment paperwork needs to be submitted to your
assessor by March 1  2026. To learn more about the NYS

Ag Assessment Program visit out website at

st

clintoncountyswcd.org/agricultural-assessments/

Please contact the District soon to give us time to prepare the
Soil Group Worksheets necessary to apply. 

There is a $20.00 charge per parcel for the worksheets if the
application is received before Feb 20th; if received after there

will be a $5.00 late fee.

The Plattsburgh Public Library was
awarded funding of $1,000 through the
2025 Community Conservation Grant to
implement an educational pollinator
garden. Multiple different native
pollinator plant species were installed
methodically to benefit native pollinator
species and birds while also adding
beneficial greenspace to the urban area.
Informational signage was installed, Proposed site for pollinator garden Proposed site for pollinator garden Final project installationFinal project installation

District Technician, Kaylyn Wood, harvesting
Water Chestnut from Wilcox Dock.

A Water Chestnut rosette harvested by
District Technician, Brittany Bashaw,

from Wilcox Dock.

The Water Chestnut (Trapa natans) is an invasive floating-leaved, rooted aquatic
annual plant found in quiet, shallow, and high nutrient water bodies throughout
New York. The water chestnut originated from Europe and was first discovered in
the Hudson River-Mohawk River drainage basin in New York. The four-petaled
leaves grow outwards from the center of the plant, creating a rosette shape during
the summer, and produces large, sharp four-spined seeds along the stem that will
grow in the following spring. 

This species is commonly spread through fishing and boating equipment. It’s
important to use precautions such as cleaning, draining, and drying your boat and
other aquatic equipment before moving to another waterbody to prevent the
spread of water chestnut.

Our technicians joined in a multi-organizational effort to harvest the invasive
water chestnut from Lake Champlain. There were three priority locations where
the plant had been identified; Wilcox Dock, the City of Plattsburgh Boat
Launch, and Scomotion (Dead) Creek. However, with low water levels in the
late summer, only Wilcox Dock and the City of Plattsburgh Boat Launch were
accessible. With each participant keeping records of how many plants they
removed, a total of 400 plants had been removed from Wilcox Dock and 6,700
plants were removed from the City of Plattsburgh Boat Launch.
 

allowing the public to be informed on what a pollinator garden is, why they’re important for native organisms, and
key plant species that can be seen in the garden.
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If you would like to be removed from our mailing
list or if your address has changed, please notify

our office at:
(518) 561-4616 ext.3

or email: clintoncountyswcd@ccsoil-water.com

Want to go paperless?
Send us an email! Subject: Newsletter to get on

our email list


